
 

Neighbors and Community Service! 

It was when Miss Nortz , teacher of the 2nd grade class at Beaver River Central School asked 

her neighbor Lynda Spinks, 5th District Madam President of The American Legion Auxiliary, if 

she knew of anyone who  could come to her class to do a presentation on who we are, and 

what we do, for community service, because the 2nd grade class was doing a fundraiser.  They 

wanted to know about the banners that were starting to appear on the light poles in Croghan of 

our American Heroes. 

When I heard of this need, I, Mary Meyer, volunteered. I started to contemplate some thoughts 

and ideas and started on my project. I decided to do the lesson on Americanism, Veterans 

affairs and Rehabilitation, and Community Service. Referencing; to the American Legion 

Auxiliary Department of New York, Junior Patriot Booklets, Published from the Dept. of Kansas, 

used for Children and Youth programs.  Also referenced to my American Legion College 

notebook, I wanted to make sure all my information was correct and accurate.  

I was introduced by Miss Nortz, one young lady got up and started with The Pledge of 

Allegiance, and I started the program with explaining how The American Legion works, the Post, 

Beaver River Memorial Post #1663, located on Main Street, in Croghan. It’s run by a leader, 

called a Commander, in which this year is my husband, Commander Peter Meyer, the ladies are 

called Auxiliary-Unit #1663, led by Madam President Kimberly Meyer, and the Son’s led by the 

Squadrons Tom Albertson, and how some Posts also have a charter of Rider’s, motorcycle 

riders, that are a part of our family, however Post #1663 does not have any Riders yet.  

Cole Meyer, a Son’s of the American Legion member, attended and was very helpful to hand 

out material to the 2nd grade class, which included all four classes combined. He was a previous 

student in that class, and promoted learning more about these subjects, and admitted he 

learned some things also. I informed the children I would only talk about 3 or 4 ideas of the 21 

outstanding committees that our American Legion Auxiliary does, and how we report to our 

Department of New York State, in Albany, our capital. Informed them of the project of Marie 

Mock our New York State Department Madam President, is Final Salute Inc., meaning getting 

homeless women veterans off the streets. 

Americanism spoke of the flag, some of the etiquettes, Flag Day, who designed it, Francis, 

Hopkinson, and which was sewn by Betsy Ford, sometime called Old Glory, posting the colors, 

and retiring the colors, Election Day, which is coming up Nov. 06th. Spoke briefly on our 

Constitution; expressing the Laws/Rights/Rules that we live by. 



Then I moved on to Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, starting out with talking about who 

these Veterans are; anyone man or woman whom have served in our military; Army, Navy, Air 

Force, Marines, and Coast Guards. Then why we volunteer, why we remember to smile at a 

Veteran, and say thanks you for your service! , about the buddy basket, Holiday gift shop (that 

happens early every December), Project suds America, from talking about service dogs to our 

friend the Josh dog. 

Concluding with Community Service, and why we do many things involving our Post, Unit, Sons 
and our Community, reminding them that we share our skills and friendship with Veterans and 
their families, as volunteers.  Explained who those American Hero’s were on the banners 
hanging from the light poles in the town of Croghan, and how it’s been over fifty years that 
those soldiers fought for our County, in the Vietnam war, Ronald G. Hack, Thomas H. Kloster, 
and David G. Ritz, we will always remember. We remember their Mothers also, and they are the 
ladies that are called Our Gold Star Mothers.  Reminded them of some of the upcoming events; 
Halloween trick or treats,  Election day (volunteer to get someone out to vote), November 11th, 
Veterans Day is on a Sunday, remember the ceremony will be at the Recreation Park in 
Croghan, to honor our Veterans, on Mon. the 12th of November, at 11:00 sharp. Luncheon at 
Croghan Post for Veterans, and families, and community, and remember to always do volunteer 
work and goodness will come back to you. 
 
Then Miss Nortz and her class took over, much to my surprise! Six students got up in front of 
the class and did their own presentation, thanking me for coming there, and telling me about 
what they have been doing to raise money.  All of the children did odd jobs around their homes 
and in the community; from helping do laundry, feeding the family pet, raking yard jobs, to 
washing dishes, setting the table, and so on.  
 
All the Grade 2   students at Beaver River Central School, presented me with a poster of how 
they Proudly Honor “The Heroes in Our Community, and a check in the amount of $600.00, in 
which they would like to donate to the Banner project. OUTSTANDING! Although emotional, I 
responded with Thank you and I just came here to give you all a few details, guess that part 
about volunteering really does come back to you!  
 
Please do tell what these children have done, their signature card is included. With sincere 
respect and thankfulness for our Community, all students, teachers, and their custodian from 
that wing of school participated. Both high school and elementary principals and all the second-
grade teachers and assistants were also present. 
 
With my sincere gratitude, I will somehow carry this out to the end. 
 
 
Respectfully yours, 
Mary E Meyer 
American Legion Auxiliary Member 



 
         
 


